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lanes of traffic into their respective zones and warn them to proceed
without overtaking.
The memorandum of the Ministry of Transport recommends that
on classified roads each lane should be 11 ft. on a two-lane road; for
more than two lanes the width should be 10 ft.
The marking lines (in white plastic) should be 4-5 in. wide, and
generally they will be a 3-ft. mark with a 15-ft. gap; on the four-
lane road the centre line will have a 13-ft. mark and a 3-ft. gap.
Continuous centre lines starting at 100 ft. from the tangent points
will be used on curves with a sight distance of less than 1,000 ft.;
the three-lane markings should terminate 200 ft from the tangent
points.
Where the line of the kerb or verge is broken by a road junction it
should be continued by an intermittent line with*3-ft, marks and
3-ft. gaps. On single carriage-way roads a solid white centre line
should be used where visibility distance is below the standard for
safety, Saving regard to the speed value for the road.
Tidal Traffic.
On busy wide roads leading to cities or popular resorts traffic
tends to be " tidal", i.e. the traffic going one way is several times
greater than that going in the opposite direction. Later in the day
the reverse is the case for the homeward journey. For example, on a
four-lane highway without centre strip three lanes could run one way
and one lane the other way. To control this may be difficult with-
out careful consideration for the whole length of the road; it should
be mentioned here that a method is in use in America in which kerb
lines are raised mechanically to regulate the one lane against the
several lanes in the opposite direction as required. When the
conditions warrant the change in the opposite direction or an equal
flow, this kerb is lowered to the level of the carriage-way; the kerb
is then raised similarly on the opposite side to accommodate the
homeward-bound traffic in the several lanes in the opposite
direction.
Design of Islands—the " Traffic Prow"
Islands should be well defined, with suitable kerbs levelled or
hollowed to assist in deflecting the wheels of any vehicle colliding
with the islancjL
For the sharp point of the island it is a good plan to design a
"prow" which will act as an easy check should a vehicle collide
with the island in a fog, for instance. A detail of the island designed
by Dr. JtcClintoch (of Harvard) is shown in Kg. 76.

